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Welsh Board – Short Course RE – Glossary
Relationships – Module 1 
Reconciliation
‘make friendly again’ seeking forgiveness from a partner and making up the ending of conflict or renewing of a friendly relationship between disputing people or groups

Vows


a solemn promise/religious promise to live in accordance with its rules eg marriage vows, baptismal vows
Adultery

extra marital sex - voluntary sexual relations between a married person and somebody other than his or her spouse
Celibacy
the condition of living as an adult without having sexual relations, often permanent or undertaken because of a religious vow though sometimes chosen as a temporary state
Arranged Marriage
A marriage that is arranged is some religions such as Islam usually by parents.  More a cultural practise than a religious one
Dowry
an amount of money or property transferred by a man to his bride when they marry
Mahr


The Islamic term for dowry
Polygamy

The custom of having more than one spouse at the same time.  In Islam Muslim men can have up to four wives
Conflict

To be incompatible, in opposition, or in disagreement in a relationship
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Contraception
A way of avoiding pregnancy, using either artificial methods such as condoms and contraceptive pills or natural methods such as avoiding sex during the woman’s known fertile periods
Is it Fair – Module 2 
Prejudice
To prejudge a person or group.  A preformed opinion, usually an unfavourable one, based on insufficient knowledge, irrational feelings, or inaccurate stereotypes
Discrimination
Prejudice in actions.  Unfair treatment of one person or group, usually because of prejudice about race, ethnic group, age group, religion, or gender
Justice/Injustice
Fairness or reasonableness, especially in the way people are treated or decisions are 
made/unfairness or unreasonableness
Racism
The belief that one race is superior to another.  Prejudice or animosity against people 
who belong to other races
Shariah

Islamic law.  Laws are mainly made up from Qur’an and Hadith, but can include rulings made by Islamic scholars
Ummah

Islamic community or brotherhood.  Based upon principles of equality and unity
Zakah


Religious tax.  Pillar of Islam.  Should purify a Muslims wealth and get them to think of others.  Redistributes wealth
Sadaqah

Charity in Islam.  Can be any act of kindness.  Can be money given to charity – different to Zakah in that it is not a duty
Looking for Meaning – Module 3

Awe


a feeling of amazement and respect mixed with fear that is often coupled with a feeling of personal insignificance or powerlessness
Revelation
Information that is newly disclosed, especially surprising or valuable information.  God reveals himself in many different ways eg Qur’an, Bible, Muhammad, Jesus, Nature, conscience,
Agnostic

Somebody who believes that it is impossible to know whether or not God exists
Atheism

Disbelief in the existence of God or deities
Suicide
The act of deliberately killing yourself, forbidden in all religions. So much of a sin in Judaism can not be buried in same part of a Jewish cemetery
Euthanasia

The act or practice of killing somebody who has an incurable illness or injury, or allowing or assisting that person to die.
Akhirah

The belief in life after death for Muslims.  Life is a test & Muslims will be judged and resurrected & accountable for all their actions
Identity & Belonging – Module 4 
Identity
The set of characteristics that somebody recognizes as belonging uniquely to himself or herself and constituting his or her individual personality for life
Authority

The right or power to enforce rules or give orders – God has authority over all His creation in all religions
Free-will

The ability to act or make choices as a free and autonomous being and not solely as a result of compulsion or predestination
Predestination
The belief that God has established in advance everything that is going to happen & that nothing can change this course of events
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Al Qadr
The Islamic term for predestination.  Muslims believe that God has predetermined their lives although they are free to make their own choices.  It is just that Allah knows what they are going to decide before they even do it
Baptism

A religious ceremony in which somebody is sprinkled with or immersed in water to symbolize purification. 
Confirmation

A religious ceremony that marks somebody’s formal acceptance into a Christian church
Eucharist
A ceremony in many Christian churches during which symbolic or consecrated bread and wine are consumed, to commemorate the last meal of Jesus Christ with his disciples before his death.
Christmas

A day chosen to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Many traditions such as a mass, exchanging presents, special food
Easter


Christian festival commemorating the death & resurrection of Jesus


Aqiqah

Islamic birth rite.  Baby’s head is shaved, money given to charity, sacrifice of animal(s) meat shared three ways
Khitan


Circumcision of a baby boy.  May be done at Aqiqah.  Goes back to Ibrahim (like Abraham in Judaism
Bismillah
A prayer, often said by Muslims before beginning to do something.  When a boy can say this at 4yrs 4months & 4 days marks the start of his Muslim education
Five Pillars

Shahadah

The first pillar of Islam.  The belief that there is one God, and Muhammad is the messenger of God
Salah


The second pillar of Islam.  PRAYER.  Muslims must pray 5 times a day, be clean, face Mecca, do set movements - Rakahs
Sawm


The third pillar of Islam.  FASTING.  Muslims must fast during the month of Ramadan
Zakah


The fourth pillar of Islam.  RELIGIOUS TAX.  2½ of surplus income. Purifies the remainder of a Muslims money
Hajj


The fifth pillar of Islam.  PILGRMAGE.  Muslims must go at least once in a lifetime. Many rituals to complete in & around Mecca
Eid ul Fitr

Eid means festival.  Festival of fast breaking which comes at the end of Ramadan
Eid ul Adha

Means Festival of sacrifice this festival comes at the end of Hajj – Muslims will sacrifice an animal
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Our World – Module 5 
Creation

The belief in most religions that God is responsible for all creation including humans
Soul


The spiritual part of a human being that is believed to continue to exist after the body dies
Humanity

The human race considered as a whole or the qualities or characteristics considered as a whole to 
be typical of human beings
Stewardship
The belief that God has given human beings control over His creation.  To care and look after it including other human beings and animals
Human dominion
The belief that humans have got control.  Obliged to care for planet eg environmental issues, to look after those less fortunate, to not mistreat animals etc
Khalifas

The term for Muslims who are responsible for looking after God’s creation
Spirit


A vital force that characterizes a living being as being alive - somebody’s soul, especially that of a dead person
